
Arizona Capitol Times - Serving Arizona's Business, Government and Political Community since 1946

This is G o o g l e's cache of http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5908 as retrieved on Sep 14, 2007 16:19:05 GMT. 
G o o g l e's cache is the snapshot that we took of the page as we crawled the web. 
The page may have changed since that time. Click here for the current page without highlighting. 
This cached page may reference images which are no longer available. Click here for the cached text only. 
To link to or bookmark this page, use the following url: http://www.google.com/search?q=cache:Rs6LsrY061gJ:
www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm%3FID%3D5908+%22sandy+h.+straus%22&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=20&gl=us 
 

Google is neither affiliated with the authors of this page nor responsible for its content.

These search terms have been highlighted: sandy h straus 

  

    Home  |   About Us  |   Contact Us  |   Advertising  |   Public Notices  |   
Subscriptions  |      Search The News    

Login ID:

Password:

Click here to Register 

News 
Breaking news 
Election 2006 
Centennial Celebration 
Top stories 
Times Past 
UpClose 
Employment 101 
NewsCap 
NewsPeople 
Commentary 
Letters to the editor 
Special Features 
Got a News Tip? 
Daily E-Mail Update 

 
Sign Up 
Calendar of Events 
(Add an event) 
Archives Search
Public Notice Search
Newsstand Locations
Classifieds 
Job Opportunities
The Legislative Report
LOLA
AZLobbyists.com
The Yellow Sheet
The Capitol Crowd

 

Article Tools

 E-mail this 
 

 Printer friendly 

September 14, 2007 
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Overweight vehicles pounding 
roads, costing Arizona millions  
 
By The Associated Press 

Overweight vehicles are shortening the life span of Arizona’s roads and bridges and 
leaving behind millions of dollars in damage each year, according to state officials. 

Illegally overweight vehicles cause damage estimated at $12 million to $53 million a 
year, according to a study last year by consultant Sandy H. Straus and the Arizona 
Department of Public Safety. 

The study found that amount is not covered by the fines truckers pay when they get 
caught nor by fees truckers pay for permits to exceed weight limits. 

“Looking at a number of different measures, it’s pretty obvious to me that the heavier 
vehicles are not paying sufficient fees and taxes to cover the wear and tear they 
impose on the pavement,” said John Semmens, a project manager with ADOT’s 
Transportation Research Center. 

Some experts warned that permits allowing trucks to exceed weight limits can weaken 
steel and concrete, something that investigators say may have contributed to the 
Minneapolis bridge collapse that killed 13 people on Aug. 1. 

Gov. Janet Napolitano ordered a review of all state bridges in response to the 
Minneapolis collapse. After officials inspected 170 of them and reviewed records on 
more than 630 others, Arizona Department of Transportation Director Victor Mendez 
pronounced them all safe and accelerated repairs on three bridges. 

SPECIAL 
PUBLICATIONS 

 

Education 
Session Wrap 
AZ Political 
Almanac 
State of the State 

 

 

http://64.233.169.104/search?q=cache:Rs6LsrY0...2sandy+h.+straus%22&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=20&gl=us (1 of 2) [9/16/2007 1:24:53 PM]

http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/features.html#cached
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5908
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5908
http://64.233.169.104/search?q=cache:Rs6LsrY061gJ:www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm%3FID%3D5908+%22sandy+h.+straus%22&hl=en&gl=us&strip=1
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35cf/0/0/%2a/r;101637596;0-0;0;12921246;125-250/60;20952341/20970234/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=868
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/about_us/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/contact_us/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/advertising/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/legals/notices.cfm
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/subscribe/subscription.cfm
http://azcapitoltimes.com/subscribe/index.cfm?fuseaction=register
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=breakingnews
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=election2006
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=centCelebration
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=topstories
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=timespast
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=upclose
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=employment101
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=newscap
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=people
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=commentary
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=letters
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/specialfeatures.cfm
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/contact_form.cfm
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5908#
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/calendar.cfm
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/calendarSubmit.cfm
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/advancedSearch.cfm
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/legals/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/available.cfm
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/classifieds/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/classifieds/
http://www.azcapitolreports.com/ysheet.cfm
http://www.azcapitolreports.com/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/AZL.cfm
http://www.yellowsheetreport.com/
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/capitol_crowd/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35cf/0/0/%2a/n;34425753;0-0;0;12921247;1-468/60;16600865/16618760/4;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.riosalado.edu/redirects.shtml
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/passalong.cfm?ID=5908
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/passalong.cfm?ID=5908
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5908#
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5908#
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=special
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=special
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/group.cfm?sect=special
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5679
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5678
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5680
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5680
http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/story.cfm?ID=5681
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35cf/0/0/%2a/c;118881572;0-0;1;12921247;2-120/90;21791686/21809576/2;;~sscs=%3fhttp://azcapitoltimes.com/catalog/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35cf/0/0/%2a/s;35261411;0-0;4;12921247;2-120/90;16803076/16820971/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.keytlaw.com/
http://www.esracorp.com
http://www.azdot.gov/TPD/ATRC/publications/project_reports/PDF/AZ528.pdf
ESRA
ESRA Consulting Corporation
Sandy Straus
President, Senior Engineer
ESRA Consulting Corporation
http://www.esracorp.com




Arizona Capitol Times - Serving Arizona's Business, Government and Political Community since 1946

The Capitol Store But engineers liken the effect of heavy trucks on a bridge to bending a paper clip: It can 
bend again and again without breaking, but eventually it will snap. 

40 tons

The weight limit for nearly all interstate highways is 40 tons. But permits frequently 
allow vehicles to exceed that amount by 2 tons in Texas and sometimes as much as 85 
tons in Nevada. Some states grant one-time permits that allow trucks to be 
considerably heavier. 

The state is selling more overweight permits per heavy-truck mile traveled and issuing 
more citations than most neighboring states, according to the ADOT study. 

Arizona Trucking Association officials declined to comment. 

Darrin Roth, director of highway operations at the American Trucking Association, said 
it’s not fair to put all the blame on trucks because permit loads are a tiny proportion of 
total traffic.

Copyright 2007 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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