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Tucson Region
Overweight trucks damage roads, bridges
Allowing excess limits adds to strain in Arizona

By Enric Volante
The Arizona Daily Star

Tucson, Arizona | Published: 09.11.2007
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Thousands of overweight trucks are 
pounding Arizona's roads and bridges, 
shortening their life span and leaving 
behind millions of dollars in damage 
each year.
Illegally overweight vehicles cause an 
estimated $12 million to $53 million a 
year in uncompensated damage, 
state officials estimate.
That amount is not covered by fines 
truckers pay when they get caught 
nor by fees truckers pay for permits 
to exceed weight limits.

Arizona enforcement officials estimated 30 percent of trucks operate in excess of legal weight limits — by far 
the highest among a dozen states that provided estimates in response to a nationwide survey. Researchers said 
15 percent is a better guess.
More than a half-million overweight trucks are allowed onto the nation's roads and bridges — an increasingly 
routine practice that some officials say is putting dangerous wear and tear on an already groaning infrastructure.
In interviews with The Associated Press, some experts warned that the practice of issuing state permits that 
allow trucks to exceed the usual weight limits can weaken steel and concrete, something that investigators say 
may have contributed to the Minneapolis bridge collapse that killed 13 people on Aug. 1.
"We talk about this all the time, and the fear that we have is that we're going to have the same sort of disaster 
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